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HEW FWS VESETIL TO HUNT SHRIMP OFF ALASKA ON SHAKEDOWI CRUISE

The motor vessel US FYWS John N, Cobb, recently built for the U, S. Fish and
Wildlife Service snd commissioned in Seattle in mid-Februery, will sail fer
Ketchikan, Alaska, Mzrch 19 on a shskedown cruise, the Depsrtment of the Interier
announced today. On the "break-in" cruise, the vessel will do expleratory fishing
for lerge shrimp in the hope ¢f estsblishing en nff-serson fishery in Aluskan
weters,

If gvantities c¢f lerge shrimp can be found in the deep water chennels near
Ketchikan, sn additinnsl source of income will de opened te small-deat operators in
Scutheastern Alaska after the salmon sesson closes. As the channels are rocky,
and trawls cannot be used successfully, the Fish end Wildlife Service hopes te
devise and test other methods of fishing for the shrimp.

The John N, Cabdbb will return to Seattle before June 1 fer a check-up. The
vessel will sail in early June to the seamcunt srea approximately 5C0 miles due
west of the Columbia River and wsit there for the first albacore tuna cf the seascn
to arrive. Then it will vreoceed tn Dellwncd Fills —— en undersea plateau —- snd
to nther scamounts off Southeastern Alaske to trace the tuna's migration and
cdetermine patterns of abundance. This exnlar:tory work may help to estsblish en
important tune fishery for Alsska,

A 93%3-font, sll-werd vessel, the John N, Cobb is equipped with the latest
navigationsl equipment — including radar, loréﬁ? two depth~finding devices, and
clectri—mechanicael steering. An experimental-sized refrigersted hold, bait tenks,
brine wells, and all the fishing eguipment for seining,lonzline fishing, surface
and deep trolling, and trawling sre part cf the gesr, as well 2s some experimental
rigs of unorthodex design,

While searching for tuna, the vessel will broadcast informstion to the fish—
ing fleets, and render incidentzl services such as giving bearings and weather
reports, These services will fellow the pattern set by the US FWS Oregon while
exploring for tuna lest fall,
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